Iranian Journal of Health Insurance Volume 2, Issue 1, Spring 2019

Research Article

Assessment of the Fairness in Financial Contribution Index in
Iranian Health System from 2007 to 2017

Faroogh Na'emani !, Shahram Tofighi 2, Jafar Yahyavi Dizaj ', Majid Safaei Lari ', Pedram Noorizade !

! Department of Health Management and Economics, School of Public Health, Tehran University of Medical Sciences,
Tehran, Iran
* Department of Future Studies and Theory Building, Iranian Academy of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding Author: Jafar Yahyavi Dizaj, Department of Health Management and Economics, School of
Public Health, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: j.yahyavi.d@razi.tums.ac.ir

Received: 16 May 2019 Revised: 28 May 2019 Accepted: 31 May 2019 Online Published: 18 June 2019

Abstract

Introduction: Fairness in financial contribution is a fundamental objective for the health systems, which can improve access to
health care services and health outcomes. Due to the importance of this issue, the current study aimed at assessing the fairness in
financial contribution index (FECI) in Iranian Health System from 2007 to 2017.

Methods: The current retrospective and cross-sectional study was conducted based on the annual income-expenditure survey of
household data provided by the Statistics Center of Iran, from 2007 to 2017. The Statistics Center of Iran used a three-step clustered
random method in the current study. The Fairness in Financial Contribution Index (FFCI) was calculated based on the formula
presented by the World Health Organization (WHO) and using Excel software.

Results: The findings of the current study showed that the FFC index for the whole study period on average was 0.84, 0.82 and
0.83, in urban, rural and total country, respectively. In addition, in 2009 and 2010, the FFC index declined in rural and urban areas
and across the country. In 2011, both in rural and urban areas, tangible incremental changes were observed in the FFC index. The
FEC index dropped from 2012-2014, and in 2016 it remained unchanged compared to 2015. In 2017, the FFC index had a
significant increase, and reached 0.86 for the country.

Conclusions: According to the current study results, the policies adopted in the health sector from 2007 to 2017 including the
development of treatment insurance, the economic reform plan (2009), and the health reform plan (2014) failed to achieve the
goals of the National Development Plan on Financing Justice In the health system (FFCI = 0.9), there was a significant difference,
especially in rural areas, with the specified target. Therefore, the health system requires attention and specified planning by
government and policymakers to promote this index.
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